
EDITORIAL POLICY

JOURNAL DESCRIPTION, OBJECTIVES, AND SCOPE

International Politics is a peer-reviewed, open-access scientific journal
published by the Institute of International Politics, a leading scientific institution
in the region dedicated to the research of international relations. This
interdisciplinary journal has been publishing original, analytical, theoretical,
review, and expert papers on a wide range of topics in contemporary international
political, economic, and legal relations for more than 70 years. The journal
International Politics aims to publish high-quality research on a wide range of
international and foreign policy issues in its three yearly issues. In that context,
the journal investigates the policies of the most important actors who shape
contemporary international relations. Topics dedicated to various territorial and
ethnic conflicts and disputes, from interstate to intrastate, as well as their wider
regional and global political, economic, and legal implications, are also relevant.
Other issues affecting contemporary international relations are also significant
for the journal, such as global trade, economic and energy relations, international
and regional integration, various forms of terrorism and fundamentalism, as well
as the challenges posed by the migrant crisis, the global spread of infectious
diseases, and nuclear capacity in the world. Therefore, this scientific journal is
based on an open and broad approach to the subject area, giving priority to
contributions that offer open and theoretically and practically grounded points
of view on current international processes. In this way, the journal tries to explain
diverse and insufficiently researched phenomena on the international stage.

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE PUBLISHING COUNCIL, EDITORS,
AND EDITORIAL BOARD

The Publishing Council is an advisory body that actively contributes to the
development of the journal. Members of the Council are responsible for helping
the journal grow and promoting it. They are also supposed to encourage experts
in the field of scientific research on the political, security, economic, and legal
aspects of international relations to write for or review the journal, as well as
write editorials, reviews, and comments on works.

The Editor-in-Chief of International Politics makes the final decision on
which manuscripts will be published. When making a decision, the Editor-in- 147
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Chief is guided by the editorial policy, taking into account legal regulations related
to defamation, copyright infringement, and plagiarism.

The Editor-in-Chief and Deputy Editor-in-Chief retain the discretionary right
to evaluate and reject received manuscripts without peer review if they determine
that manuscripts do not correspond to the content and formal standards for
writing scientific research articles and the thematic requirements of editorial
policy. Articles that do not meet the technical standards prescribed in the
Instructions to Authors, even if the content is correct, will be returned to the
authors for alignment. In regular circumstances, the editorial office will inform
authors whether their articles are accepted or not and if the review procedure is
initiated within seven days from the date of manuscript receipt.

The Editor-in-Chief, the Deputy Editor-in-Chief, and the members of the
Editorial Board must not have any conflict of interest related to manuscripts they
consider. Any member of the Editorial Board with a conflict of interest will be
excluded from the procedure of selecting reviewers and deciding the fate of
manuscripts. If such a conflict of interest exists, the Editor-in-Chief determines
the reviewers and the future of manuscripts. The Editor-in-Chief, the Deputy
Editor-in-Chief, and the members of the Editorial Board are obliged to report the
conflicts of interest promptly.

The Editor-in-Chief, the Deputy Editor-in-Chief, and the Editorial Board are
obliged to evaluate manuscripts based on their content, without any racial,
sexual/gender, religious, ethnic, or political prejudices. 

The editors and members of the Editorial Board must not use unpublished
material from submitted manuscripts for their own research without express
written permission from the authors. The information and ideas presented in
submitted manuscripts must be kept confidential. They must not be used for
gaining personal benefit.

The editors and members of the editorial office are obliged to take all
reasonable measures so that the identities of reviewers remain unknown to
authors before, during, and after the review process and to keep authors’ identities
anonymous to reviewers.

AUTHORS’ OBLIGATIONS

Authors warrant that manuscripts represent their original contributions,
which have not been published before and are not being considered for
publication elsewhere. Simultaneous enrollment of the same manuscript in
several journals represents a violation of ethical standards. Such a manuscript is
immediately excluded from further consideration. The authors also guarantee
that after the manuscript is published in the journal International Politics, it will
not be published in any other publication or journal without the permission of
the copyright holder.148
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In the case that the submitted manuscript is the result of a scientific research
project or that, in the previous version, it was presented at a conference in the
form of an oral presentation (under the same or similar title), more detailed
information about projects, conferences, and the like should be listed in the
footnote at the very beginning of the manuscript. An article published in another
journal cannot be reprinted in International Politics.

Authors must adhere to the applicable ethical standards related to scientific
research work. Authors guarantee that their manuscripts do not contain
unfounded or illegal claims and do not violate the rights of others. The publisher
will not bear responsibility in the case of any requests for damages.

Content of articles

An article should contain enough details and references to allow reviewers
and readers to verify the claims presented. Intentionally making false claims is a
violation of ethical standards. Conferences and book reviews must be accurate
and objective.

Authors bear all responsibility for the content of submitted manuscripts. They
are obliged, if necessary, to obtain the consent of all persons or institutions that
directly participated in the research presented in the manuscript before its
publication.

Authors who wish to include illustrations, tables, or other materials that have
already been published elsewhere are obliged to obtain consent from copyright
holders. Material for which no such proof has been submitted will be considered
the author’s original work. 

Authorship

Authors are obliged to list as authors only those persons who have
significantly contributed to the content of the manuscript, i.e., all persons who
have contributed considerably to the content of the manuscript must be cited as
authors. If other persons who are not authors have participated in essential aspects
of the research project and the manuscript preparation, their contributions should
be mentioned in a note or acknowledgment.

Citation of sources

Authors are obliged to correctly cite sources that have significantly influenced
research and manuscript content. The information obtained in private
conversations or correspondence with third parties may not be used without the
express written permission of the source. 149
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Conflicts of interest

Authors are obliged to indicate financial or any other conflicts of interest that
could affect the presented results and interpretations.

Errors in published articles

If an author finds an important error in their article after it has been
published, they are required to notify the editor or publisher immediately and
cooperate with them to withdraw the article or correct the article.

By submitting the manuscript to the editorial office of International Politics,
the authors commit to complying with the stated obligations.

PLAGIARISM

Plagiarism, i.e., taking other people’s ideas, words, or other forms of creative
expression and presenting them as one’s own, is a gross violation of scientific and
publishing ethics. Plagiarism can also include copyright infringement, which is
punishable by law. Plagiarism includes the following:

• Verbatim or nearly verbatim copying or intentional paraphrasing (to hide
plagiarism) of parts of other authors’ works without clearly indicating the
source or labeling the copied fragments (for example, by using quotation
marks); 

• Copying pictures or tables from other people’s work without proper
attribution of the source and/or without the permission of the author or
copyright holders.
Manuscripts, where there is a clear indication of plagiarism, will be

automatically rejected and their authors will be permanently banned from
publishing in the journal.

If it is found that the article published in the journal is plagiarized, the article
will be withdrawn in accordance with the procedure described under
Withdrawal of already published articles, and the authors will be permanently
prohibited from publishing in the journal.

REVIEWERS’ OBLIGATIONS

Reviewers are obliged to provide the editor with a professional, well-argued,
impartial assessment of the scientific value of articles within the given deadlines. 

Reviewers evaluate articles in relation to the compliance of the articles’ topic
with the journal’s profile, the relevance of the researched area and applied
methods, the originality and scientific relevance of the data presented in150
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manuscripts, the style of scientific presentation, and the use of scientific apparatus
in the text. 

A reviewer who has well-founded suspicions or knowledge of ethical
standards’ violations by an author is obliged to inform the editor about it. A
reviewer should recognize important published works not cited by their authors.
He should also alert the editor to important similarities and coincidences between
manuscripts under consideration or of any other published articles or manuscripts
that are in the review process in another journal, if he/she has personal knowledge
of this fact. If a reviewer has knowledge that the same manuscript is being
considered in several journals at the same time, the reviewer is obliged to inform
the editor about it.

A reviewer must not have a conflict of interest with authors or a research
financier. If there is a conflict of interest, a reviewer is obliged to inform the editor
about it immediately.

If a reviewer believes he or she is incompetent for the topic or area of the
manuscript, the editor must be notified immediately. 

Reviews must be objective. The judgment of reviewers must be clear and
supported by arguments.

Manuscripts sent to reviewers are considered confidential documents.
Reviewers may not use unpublished material from submitted manuscripts for
their research without the express written permission of the authors, and
information and ideas expressed in submitted manuscripts must be preserved as
confidential and may not be used for personal gain.

Received articles are subject to peer review. The review aims to help the
Editor-in-Chief decide whether the article should be accepted or rejected and,
through the process of communication with the authors, improve the
manuscript’s quality.

Reviews are doubly anonymous: authors’ identities are unknown to
reviewers, and vice versa. The identity of reviewers remains unknown to authors
and vice versa before, during, and after the review process. Editors guarantee that
the personal data of authors (primarily, name and affiliation) will be removed
from manuscripts before they are sent for review and that all reasonable measures
will be taken so that the identities of authors remain unknown to reviewers.
Throughout the process, reviewers act independently of each other. Reviewers
do not know the identities of other reviewers. If the decisions of reviewers are
not the same, editors may seek the opinion of other reviewers.

The deadline for completing the review process is 30 days from the date when
reviewers receive the manuscript.

The choice of reviewers falls within the discretionary rights of the Editor-in-
Chief and the Deputy Editor-in-Chief. Reviewers must have relevant knowledge
related to the field that manuscripts deal with. Reviewers cannot be authors who 151
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have recently co-authored publications with any of the authors of submitted
articles, nor can they be from the same field institutions as authors.  

Editors send submitted manuscripts with a peer review form to two reviewers
who are experts in the scientific field the articles deal with. The review form
contains a series of questions that need to be answered and which indicate to
reviewers which aspects should be covered in order to make a decision about the
fate of a manuscript. In the final part of the form, reviewers must provide their
observations and suggestions on how to improve the submitted manuscript.

During the review process, editors may require authors to provide additional
information (including primary data) if it is needed to make a judgment about
the scientific contribution of the manuscript. Editors and reviewers must keep
such information confidential and must not use it for personal gain.

In cases where authors have serious and well-founded objections to reviews,
editors will check whether the review is objective and whether it meets academic
standards. If there is doubt about the objectivity or quality of the review, editors
will seek the opinion of other reviewers.

DISPUTE RESOLUTION

Any individual or institution can report violations of ethical standards or
other irregularities at any time and provide the necessary information and
evidence to editors and/or the Editorial Board. 

Verification of the allegations and evidence presented

• The Editor-in-Chief, in agreement with the Editorial Board, will decide on
the initiation of the procedure aimed at checking the presented allegations
and evidence;

• During that procedure, all presented evidence will be considered confidential
and will be presented only to the persons directly involved in the procedure;

• Persons suspected of violating ethical standards will be given the opportunity
to respond to the accusations.
Decisions regarding the established violations of ethical standards are made

by the Editor-in-Chief in cooperation with the Editorial Board and, if necessary,
with a group of experts. The following measures are planned and can be applied
individually or simultaneously:

• Publishing a press release or an editorial describing the breach of ethical
standards;

• Sending official notice to managers or employers of an author/reviewer;
• Unconditional rejection of manuscripts or withdrawal of already published
articles in accordance with the procedure described under Withdrawal of
already published articles;152
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• The author is permanently prohibited from publishing in International
Politics;

• Informing the relevant professional organizations or authorities about the case
so that they can take appropriate measures.
When resolving disputed situations, the Editorial Board is guided by the

guidelines and recommendations of the Committee on Publication Ethics (Committee
on Publication Ethics - COPE, http://publicationethics.org/resources/).

WITHDRAWAL OF ALREADY PUBLISHED ARTICLES

In the case of violation of the rights of publishers, copyright holders, or
authors, violations of professional ethical codes, i.e., in the case of sending the
same manuscripts to several journals at the same time, false claims of authorship,
plagiarism, manipulation of data for the purpose of fraud, as well as in all other
cases of gross violation of ethical standards, the published article must be
withdrawn. In some cases, an already published article can be withdrawn in order
to correct subsequently observed errors.

Standards for resolving situations when an article must be withdrawn are
defined by the guidelines of the Committee on Publication Ethics (Committee
on Publication Ethics - COPE, http://publicationethics.org/resources/), and the
same practice was also adopted by International Politics.

OPEN ACCESS POLICY

International Politics is available in accordance with the principles of open
access. It is published in both paper and digital form. Articles can be downloaded
free of charge from the site and further distributed for academic and other
purposes. The journal is guided by the Budapest Declaration on Open Access,
which states:

Under “open access” [peer-reviewed scientific literature], it is understood as
its free availability on the public Internet, which allows any user to read,
download, copy, distribute, print, search, or direct via a link to the full text of the
article, sign for the purposes of indexing, forward in the form of data to software,
and use it for any lawful purpose, without financial, legal, or technical obstacles
other than those that are inseparable from internet access itself. The only
restriction on reproduction and distribution, and the sole purpose of copyright
in this domain, should be to give authors control over the integrity of their work
and the right to be properly recognized and cited.

The journal provides free access to all its articles without subscriptions or any
associated costs. The content of the journal is published without delay (without
the so-called embargo period), and materials can be used without asking for
special permission provided that the reference to the original document is cited. 153
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COPYRIGHT AND LICENSE

Articles published in International Politics will be disseminated in accordance
with the Creative Commons Attribution ShareAlike 4.0 International license (CC
BY-SA), which allows sharing — copying, and redistribution in any form or
medium — and adaptation — reworking, alteration, or upgrading for any purpose,
even commercial, under the conditions that the original authorship is adequately
stated; that a link to the license is provided; that it is stated whether changes have
been made; and if the new work is disseminated under the same permission as the
original work. Users must provide specific information about the original work,
such as the author(s)’ name(s), the title of the published research, the full name of
the journal, volume, issue, scope page, and DOI. In electronic publishing, users
are required to provide links to the content of the original work in the journal as
well as the permission under which it was published. The author(s) may enter into
separate additional contractual arrangements for the non-exclusive distribution of
articles published in the journal (e.g., placement in an institutional repository or
publication in a book), with an adequate indication that the article was first
published in International Politics. 

The author(s) sign the License Agreement.
The author(s) guarantee that the manuscript is their original work that has

never been published before, that it is not being considered for publication
anywhere else, and that the publication has been approved by all (co)authors and
either implicitly or explicitly by the institution where the research was done.

The author(s) confirm that the article contains no false or illegal statements
and does not infringe on the rights of others. The author(s) also declare that they
have no conflicts of interest that could jeopardize the integrity of the manuscript
or the validity of the conclusions presented in it. In the case of the inclusion of
articles that are subject to copyright, it is the author’s responsibility to obtain
written permission from the copyright owner. A responsible author (signatory)
warrants that he/she has full authority for this purpose on behalf of other authors.
If the author(s) use any personal data of research subjects or other individuals,
they must confirm that they have obtained all necessary legal approvals and that
they agree with the Journal’s policies on the use of such representations, personal
information, and so on.

The journal allows the author(s) to deposit the printed version (accepted
version) of the manuscript to the institutional repository and other repositories,
as well as to publish it on the author’s personal website or profiles, such as
ResearchGate, Academia.edu, and others, at any time after publication, if the
source is cited, a link to the DOI of the article is provided, and the previously
mentioned items are followed.

Upon receipt of the proofread version of the manuscript, the author(s) agree to
read it carefully as soon as possible, draw the attention of the Journal to any
typographical error, and approve the publication of the corrected proofread version.
A responsible author agrees to inform other co-authors about the above conditions. 154
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LICENSE AGREEMENT

The undersigned author(s) hereby grant International Politics, ISSN 0513-3657
eISSN 2787-0618 their legal consent 

to publish the article: _________________________________________, 
from the author: ____________________________________________, 

including any table, illustration, or other material submitted for publication
as part of the manuscript, to be listed as the original publisher in case of reuse,
and distribute in all forms and media.

Scholarly publishing and communication rights

I understand that I retain the copyright of the article, and I do not transfer
patent rights, trademarks, or other intellectual property rights to International
Politics. As the author, I understand that I will have the same rights to reuse
the article as those intended for third parties (users of the article) under the
Creative Commons Attribution ShareAlike 4.0 International Copyright License
(CCBY-SA 4.O).

User rights

The publisher will apply the CC BY-SA 4.0 license to the article published in
International Politics on its Internet platform in accordance with the principles
of open access.

Signature(s) of the Author(s)                                                                       Date
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DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY

The views expressed in the published articles do not express the views of the
editorial office and the Editorial Board. Authors assume legal and moral
responsibility for the ideas expressed in their works. The publisher will not bear
any liability in the event of any damage claims.


